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Amedisys Home Health Services

ÁA leading provider of home care and hospice services 

located across the United States and Puerto Rico

ÁPublicly traded (òAMEDó) since 1994

Facts

Home Health Care



Amedisys Home Health Services

To be the premier home health care company 

in the communities we serve

Our Mission To provide cost-efficient, quality health care 

services to the patients entrusted to our care

Vision Statement

Our Purpose To assist patients in maintaining and improving 

their quality of life

Amedisys Home Health Care



Amedisys Home Health Services

500 + Locations

Service Area



Amedisys Home Health Services

Amedisys Patient Profile 

Å80 ï84 Year Old Medicare Recipient

ÅApprox. 9 meds/day 

ÅModerate - Maximum Functional 

Impairment (F2, F3) 

ÅHeavy case mix weight  



Amedisys Home Health Services

Coordinated approach to managing overall 

health status for patients with chronic illnesses to 

improve patient outcomes and contain health 

care costs

Definition

Disease Management



Amedisys Home Health Services

ÁManage high-risk diagnoses/specific symptoms

ÁImprove patient care

ÁPromote positive outcomes

ÁControl health care costs

Purpose

Disease Management



Amedisys Home Health Services

Disease Management

ÁPhysician involvement in development and 

implementation

ÁConsistent delivery of patient/caregiver 

education

ÁEducation based upon research and national 

standards

ÁPractice improvement, quality results

ÁOutcome measurements

Key 

Components 

Disease Management



Amedisys Home Health Services

Benefits

Patient

Facility Physician

Disease Management



Amedisys Home Health Services

Patient

Benefits  
ÁCare consistency

ÁFocus on self-management/education

ÁEarly warning signs/symptom recognition

ÁImproved functioning at home

ÁĎER visits/Ďhospitalizations/čquality of life

Disease Management



Amedisys Home Health Services

Physician

Benefits  
ÁStreamlined communication

ÁConsistent treatment protocols/procedures

ÁEarly warning signs/symptom management

ÁClinical outcome results for MDõs patient base

ÁPhysician involvement ðDM/Quality/CPO

ÁBe the òeyes + earsó for patients with chronic 

diseases

Disease Management



Amedisys Home Health Services

Facility

Benefits  
ÁInpatient PPS challenges

ÁòTransition without abandonmentó

ÁFacility/Hospital Č Disease Management Program

ÁReduced re-hospitalizations in 24 hours

ÁImproved utilization of emergency room

Disease Management



Amedisys Home Health Services

Advantages of 

Amedisys 
ÁSuperior record for over 25 years

ÁTherapy and specialized nursing services

ÁAccessible and responsive staff

ÁComputerized/current information system

ÁRigorous outcomes measurement

Disease Management



Amedisys Home Health Services

Partners in 

Wound Care®

Wound Care

Rehab Therapy @ 

Home

Rehabilitation

Orthopedic Recovery 

@ Home

Rehabilitation

Wound Care ðA 

Therapy Approach

Wound Care/ 

Rehabilitation

Behavioral Health 

@ Home

Psychiatric

Surgical Recovery @ 

Home

Post Surgery

COPD @ Home

Chronic Obstructive 

Pulmonary Disease

Diabetes @ 

Home

Diabetes

Heart 

@ Home 

Cardiac Disease

Programs

Stroke Recovery 

@ Home

Stroke

Chronic Kidney 

Disease @ Home

Kidney Disease

Pain Management @ 

Home

Chronic and Pain

Disease Management



Amedisys Home Health Services

Early 

Detection

Early Intervention

Reduction in Urgent/Emergent Care and 

Re-hospitalizations

Disease Management



Amedisys Home Health Services

Speech Pathology Services

ïAreas of specialization include:

ÅDysphagia (Swallowing)

ÅCognition/Memory

ÅLanguage 

ïExpressive (Speaking)

ïReceptive (Understanding)

ÅArticulation

ÅSpeech Intelligibility (i.e., speech is understood by you)

ÅVoice Disorders

ÅFluency

ÅHearing



Amedisys Home Health Services

Dysphagia (Swallowing Impairment)

Amedisys Home Health Care



Amedisys Home Health Services

Multidisciplinary

ÅDysphagia program
ï Training is Comprehensive Multidisciplinary approach to dysphagia

ï Anatomy/physiology

ï Skilled intervention and evidenced based practice

ï Estim

ï Diagnosis education

ï Evaluation of Dysphagia and Treatment Approaches 

ï Wound care

ÅNutrition



Amedisys Home Health Services

Statistics and Prevalence:  Dysphagia

ïDysphagia is defined as impairment in the swallowing function that may 

occur anywhere from the mouth to the stomach (Perlaman, 1997) 

ïDysphagia is noted to result in weight loss, poor nutrition, dehydration, 

wounds, social isolation, aspiration pneumonia and even death 

ï It has been estimated that approximately 50% of patients in long-

term care facilities are dysphagic (Robbins, et al, 1995)

ïDysphagia may result in pneumonia, which is the fifth-leading cause of 

death among individuals over 65 years of age and increasing to the 

third-leading cause of death in individuals over 80 years of age

ï44% of the Geriatric population exhibit some type of swallowing deficit



Amedisys Home Health Services

Overview of Normal Swallow

ÅSwallowing is composed of three main stages

ïOral Preparation: Food is placed in the mouth and 
prepared/chewed  

ÅRequires lip closure

ÅJaw elevation, depression and rotary movements

ÅAnterior tongue control

ÅPosterior tongue elevation to close off airway from oral cavity 

ïOral transit  

ÅSending the bolus from the anterior to posterior of the mouth

ïPharyngeal:  

ÅInvoluntary neurological event that elevates the larynx and closes off the 
airway


